Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning

particular period fixed by the University may not be convenient to some
of the students and the number of classes they get are restricted. In
case a student fails to attend the classes offered by the University, he
or she may not get a chance or opportunity to repeat the experiments,
particularly dissections, etc.

SOME OF THE SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS

In view of the above mentioned problems the following suggestions
have been made to facilitate effective teaching by the University.

1.      In the first year of B.Sc. apart from 'Science & Technology' one
of the optional courses should be offered. This lessens the burden
on the student in the second and third year programme.

2.      The counsellors and the students of Open University should be
very clear about the difference between "Teaching" and
"Counselling" classes. The students are supposed to go through
the lessons before they go to contact-cum-counselling classes and
clarify the doubts they have. If this is not practised, then the very
meaning of Distance Education is lost and it will become a replica
of the conventional system. Counsellors should be given orientation
in time management in the counselling sessions.

3.      The university should plan for some regional science centres in
Andhra Pradesh with laboratory facilities in district headquarters
of zonal centres.

4.      A museum (of specimens, charts and models etc.) should be
arranged in regional centres and zonal centres so that students,
can go to these centres to study museum specimens whenever
convenient to them. The University has prepared laboratory
manuals which give complete information about the experiments
in a self explanatory fashion. To be more precise, in systematic
Zoology, Classification, important characters and figures of
specimens are given. In addition, exercises in drawing figures after
observing the specimen and writing identification points are given.
Similarly, in branches like Cytology, Embryology, Ecology,
Histology, Osteology and Physiology very good manuals have been
prepared. With the help of such lab manuals it is not really difficult
for an Open University student to go to science centres, and study
the specimens by himself. Thus a fewer number of classes can be
allotted for systematic Zoology and a larger number for practicals
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